There are now more than 12,ooo dams of one kind or another built on the world's major rivers to impound or divert river flow, and reservoirs totalling more than 300,000 km 2 have been created. The damming of smaller streams is considerable and increasing. Organisms living in streams below these structures have to adapt to fluctuating discharges and conditions or they do not survive. This book is the first detailed review of our knowledge of the ecology of such streams and is the proceedings of an international symposium which was held in Erie, Pennsylvania, April 18-20, 1979 . The book is divided into three parts, the first of which bears the inexplicit title, Topical Reviews. In what the publisher's blurb calls a state of the art description of the natural stream ecosystem, K. W. Cummins presents an unusually limited and parochial account of the subject. The second section of the book comprises six papers which review ecological problems caused by stream regulation in different parts of the world, in particular Africa, Australia, Europe (three papers) and North America. It is unfortunate that the editors were unable to contact scientists with knowledge of the large stream systems in Russia and China who could have helped provide a more worldwide coverage.
The third section, entitled Special Topics, contains eight papers, mainly on invertebrates and fish but one is on transport of organic matter. Unlike the other two sections, which aim to cover certain major aspects of stream regulation fairly comprehensively, the articles in this section are not linked in any way.
The editors conclude that altered ecosystems below dams and diversions are now the most prevalent lotic environment on earth and that stream regulation has exerted more profound effects on the character of the world's rivers than pollution. All who are concerned with stream ecology-whether of natural or regulated streams-will find this an extremely interesting an instructive book. The high quality of editing and refereeing of the articles makes for an ease in reading which is not often met with these days. Modern printing techniques, though without the elegance of letterpress, have allowed the proceedings of an important symposium to be available to all within nine months. The book is well produced and moderately priced.
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